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Example Statement of the Problem 
Assignment Two
Distance education through online platforms is an emerging education delivery method that is rapidly growing because of its wide reach, convenience, ability to support the learning objectives achievement. Whether the platform is WebCT, Blackboard, Angel, Moodle, or other learning management, education online uses different types of learning tools such as drop boxes, wikis, and automated testing. Topmost among these tools include live online sessions.
The Research Problem
Live online sessions be delivered especially in virtual classrooms from GoTo Meeting, Illuminate, Adobe Connect, or other given software programs. Irrespective of the software employed, the attendance of students at online sessions, more so optional ones, can be erratic at best.  Most of the online faculty do complain that most of their online students fail to attend online sessions. The study intends to tackle the issue of low attendance or increased absenteeism among students especially at optional or non-mandatory virtual class session in courses offered online.
Background and Justification
Offir et al. (2008) established the level of interaction in a synchronous class (web conferencing), to be a key factor in the class effectiveness.  McBrien and associates (2009) described the clout of the asynchronous online system to empower students in expression and conversation. However, if students absent themselves from these sessions, the can neither express themselves nor interact.


Shortages or discrepancies in the Evidence
Skylar (2009) alleges that research about the employment of latest multimedia technologies including interactive synchronous web conferencing tools is at its embryonic stage and requires further and continuous study. According to McBrien and associates (2009), more studies should be conducted to explore the perceptions of students in relation to the synchronous learning experience. Multiple studies have reconnoitered the differences in functionalities of different podiums. However, they failed to explain and give main reasons why students do not or do attend.
Audience
The study will be of great benefit to university and college administrators who can revise or create policies based on the outcomes or results. The management may even opt to change the providers of the virtual classroom. Faculty may greatly benefit if the results show a change is required in their own practice. Lastly, the study will be of great benefit to online students whose learning experiences will enhance by the study findings.
Purpose of the Study
The main objective and purpose of the study is to investigate prevalence of nonattendance from non- compulsory synchronous sessions in the virtual learning environment by graduate and undergraduate students in online courses at Iran University
Research Questions
The main question is, what are that attitudes of students about non-compulsory synchronous sessions in Iran University?
The sub-questions are:
1. What are the reasons for students failing to attend the non-compulsory class session in Iran University? 
2. What are the reasons for students attending non-compulsory classes in Iran University?
3. What initiatives and actions could instructors or the college administration take to motivate students thus increasing their attendance at non-compulsory synchronous online classes?
Check List
Arasti, Z., Zandi, F., & Bahmani, N. (2014). Business failure factors in Iranian SMEs: Do successful and unsuccessful entrepreneurs have different viewpoints?. Journal Of Global Entrepreneurship Research, 4(1). http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s40497-014-0010-7
1.    In what journal or other source did you find the research article? Was it reviewed by experts in the field before it was published? That is, was the article in a juried (refereed) Publication?
The article was published in Journal Of Global Entrepreneurship Research.  This journal publishes peer-reviewed original open access articles on entrepreneurship in a worldview. The journal tries to address empirical and theoretical research issues that affect entrepreneurship development as a scientific discipline as well as promote its efficacy on the cultural, social, and economic contexts, both globally and domestically. Articles published by Journal Of Global Entrepreneurship Research are first reviewed by experts, and if it meets the set threshold, it is published. Hence, this article was peer reviewed by experts before it was published 
2.    Does the article have a stated research question or problem? That is, can you determine the focus of the author’s work?
The article has stated the research question, which is “Do successful and unsuccessful entrepreneurs have different viewpoints on business failure factors?” The focus of the authors were to establish various viewpoints of both successful and unsuccessful entrepreneurs on factors that contribute to business failures. 
3.    Does the article describe the collection of new data, or does it describe and synthesize previous studies in which data were collected
The study described the collection of new data, as survey method was used to collect data from managers of newly created small business with less than fifty workers “(based on Iranians Ministry of industries, commerce and mines definition of small business)” and not more than three years old (based on the GEM’s definition of new established businesses). The sample comprised of 53 successful entrepreneurs and 52 unsuccessful entrepreneurs.

4.    Is the article logically organized and easy to follow/ what could have been done to improve its organization and reliability?
The article is logically organized as it follows the standard procedure of writing a research paper.  The article has started with the title of the study, stated the authors, followed by the abstract, background information, literature review, research question, methodology, results and analysis, discussion and the conclusion. 
5.    Does the article contain a section that describes and integrates previous studies on this topic? In what ways is this previous work relevant to the research problem?
Yes, the article has a section that addresses and integrates previous studies that tackle topic similar to the topic under the study. The only difference is that the studies explained in this section generally talks about factors contributing to the failure of small and medium business without looking at the view of both unsuccessful and successful entrepreneurs. 

6.    If the author explained procedures that were followed in the study, are these procedures clear enough that you could repeat the work and get similar results? What additional information might be helpful or essential for you to replicate the study?
The method used by the authors to collect data is quite simple and verifiable and if used again should deliver similar results keeping all factors constant.  The use of a questionnaire to interview managers of 53 successful entrepreneurs and 52 successful entrepreneurs is quite a simple undertaking that can be done several times.  In the study, a collection of data was conducted based on Ooghe and De Prijcker’s (2008) “model (in five-point Likert) which ask questions around four elements including corporate policy, entrepreneur/manager, immediate environment, and general environment.” (Arasti et al., 2014, p. 6). The additional information that is important and needs to be included in the study include the sexes of participants and age.
7.    If data were collected, can you describe how they were collected and how they were analyzed? Do you agree with what was done? If you had been a researcher, what additional things might you have done?
Data was collected through a survey using standard questionnaire.  Based on Ooghe and De Prijcker’s (2008) model (in five-point Likert) which ask questions around four elements including corporate policy, entrepreneur/manager, immediate environment, and general environment (Arasti et al., 2014). The analysis of data was done using SPSS. 105 completely filled were analyzed. 
8.    Do you agree with the interpretation of the results? Why or why not?
I do agree with the results interpretation as it adheres to how to interpret results analyzed using SPSS statistic tool.
9.    Finally, think about the entire article. What is, for you, most important?  What do you find most interesting? What do you think are the strengths and weakness of this article? Will you remember this article in the future? Why or why not?
       The most important thing about this article is that it provides new ideas especially from people or managers with handy experience in relation to the success or failure of their businesses. In addition, contributes new knowledge to the field of research.  What I find interesting is that inappropriate business policies” is the main contributing factors of failure or collapse of business for both unsuccessful and successful entrepreneurs.

Guideline Review
The Research Problem
Live online sessions be delivered especially in virtual classrooms from GoTo Meeting, Illuminate, Adobe Connect, or other given software programs. Irrespective of the software employed, the attendance of students at online sessions, more so optional ones, can be erratic at best.  Most of the online faculty do complain that most of their online students fail to attend online sessions. The study intends to tackle the issue of low attendance or increased absenteeism among students especially at optional or non-mandatory virtual class session in courses offered online.
Research Questions
The main question is, what are that attitudes of students about non-compulsory synchronous sessions in Iran University?
The sub-questions are:
4. What are the reasons for students failing to attend the non-compulsory class session in Iran University? 
5. What are the reasons for students attending non-compulsory classes in Iran University?
6. What initiatives and actions could instructors or the college administration take to motivate students thus increasing their attendance at non-compulsory synchronous online classes?
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